ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 					Alfriston War Memorial Hall, 
Mrs Suzanna Dry						Old School House, The Tye,
								Alfriston,East Sussex, BN26 5TL
Telephone – 07936 904 743						
Email – clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk                                               11th March 2025
								
All members of the Parish Council are summoned to a meeting of Alfriston Parish Council to be held in the Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 17th March 2025 at 7.15pm.
Please note that a digital sound recording is made of all meetings of Alfriston Parish Council including Public Questions sessions. The recording is not for publication and used only to aid accurate minute taking.
              	S.C. Dry
Mrs Suzanna Dry - Clerk 
AGENDA
210. Chairman’s Welcome
211. Public Questions 

212. Apologies for absence

213. Update from MP  
       To agree date for MP James MacCleary’s ‘Meet & Greet’ session in Alfriston.   (Appendix A)

214. Update from Cllr Stephen Shing – East Sussex County Council 

215. Update from Cllr David Greaves  -  Wealden District Council 

216. Declaration of interest

217. Minutes
To agree as a true record the minutes of the APC monthly meeting held on 17th February 2025.

       218. Finance
       To approve the Statement of Finances for March 2025.   (Appendix B)

       219. Annual Parish Assembly – April 2025
       To decide a date for the meeting and speakers to be invited.

       220.  Coffeehouse Conversations
       To decide on date and topic for next one.

       221. Report on Highways & Twittens – Cllr Vacancy
CityFibre – information received regarding project Gigabit. (Appendix C)
The Willows Car Park – Increase in Charges from WDC, awaiting details.


222. Report on Allotments & Recreation Ground – Cllr Daw 
- Allotment Deposits Jan 2026

223.  Report on Public Transport – Cllr Harris

224. Report on Environment & Countryside – Cllr Harris 

225. Report on Strategic Planning – Cllr Parkinson .  (Appendix D )
Update on Emergency Plan and Traffic Calming Measures  

226. Report on Tye –  Cllr Spring.

227. Report from Planning Committee – Cllr Watkins   
       
       227.1 Applications considered by APC Planning Committee since last meeting:
       Ref. No:  SDNP/25/00176/TCA -  1 High Street, Alfriston, BN26 5SZ.  No Objection
       Trimming of Yew Tree.
       Alfriston Court, Sloe Lane - site marked for possible future development under SDNPA Local Plan    
       Consultation.   No objection, but APC asked SDNPA to take into consideration access to the site is 
       on a very narrow lane.

       227.2 Applications notified or awaiting decision from SDNPA
       Ref.No:  SDNP/24/04771/LIS  -  7 West St, Alfriston, BN26 5UX.  Approved.
       Internal & external alterations.
       
       227.3 Enforcement updates from SDNPA -  None

       228. Reports from Outside Bodies
        	228.1 Heartstart					
228.2 Alfriston Emergency Group
228.3 Flood Forum
228.4 Neighbourhood Watch
228.5 Twinning Committee  (Appendix E )
228.6 St Andrew’s Church 
228.7 Clergy House    
228.8 Alfriston War Memorial Hall 
228.9 Speedwatch 
228.10 Events      
  
229. Correspondence to The Clerk – Asking for permission from the council.
Wedding Photos on The Glebe  -  12th April -  To ratify APC’s decision to allow request. (Appendix F ).
Wedding Social Space on The Glebe – 27th September.  Permission requested. (Appendix F)
Wedding A boards on The Tye  -  29th March.   Awaiting details.

230. Public Questions

231.  Councillor Vacancy
231.1  To receive introduction from applicants for co-option from Rebecca Embry and Nigel Baelz.
Application Forms attached (Appendix G ).

231.2   To resolve that Agenda Item No. 231 is to be discussed in confidence, and the press and 
public be excluded in accordance with the provisions of Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, in view of the business to be discussed.

231.3.  To Discuss and Decide on Co-Option of new Councillor.
Cllrs will retire to the Committee Room for discussion.

231.4.  Decision on Co-Option to be announced to the meeting.

232. Date of next meeting –  to be held on Monday 28th April 2025 in the AWMH at 7:15pm.
Please see Appendices attached below and\or on the website.
Appendix A  -  Correspondence from MP
[image: ]
Appendix B  -  March Finance Report
[image: ]
Appendix C  -  Letter from CityFibre
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Appendix D  -  Report on Strategic Planning by Cllr Parkinson
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Appendix E  -  Report from Twinning Association
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Appendix F  -  Permission Request from APC
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Appendix G  -  Applications for Councillor Vacancy
ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL
Alfriston Parish Council Co-Option Application Form
	Name:                        Rebecca Embry

	Address:                     Alfriston  (full address redacted)

	Telephone Number:  Redacted

	E-mail address:      Redacted

	Are you 18yrs old or over?          Yes



	Please detail reasons you wish to be a Councillor ?
[bookmark: _Hlk63335793](Where necessary continue on a separate sheet)

	
As someone who has known Alfriston all my life, I have a deep rooted love and passion for the village, and it’s many charms. I would like to begin with a brief history about my years spent here, as I feel it is pertinent to my application, and my suitability as a councillor in terms of how well I know and understand it.
My grandparents moved to the village in 1968, and I, along with my mother and sister, came to live with them in 1989 when I was 4 years old. I grew up in the village, and completed my primary education at Alfriston CP School. I attended St Andrews Church, and gave readings under the guidance of the Reverend Fox Wilson, and assisted with preparations such as Christingle.
My sister and I took money on the door for the Horticultural Society Annual Flower Shows, as well as exhibiting (heavily assisted by my Grandparents who were avid gardeners!). For a number of years, our garden was one of the Alfriston Open Gardens raising money for the NSPCC.
As children we were part of the Alfriston Players. I learned to ride at the stables situated on what is now Smugglers Close, spending many happy hours on the Downs. I had tennis lessons at Pleasant Rise Farm when the Tennis Club was in operation, and piano lessons with a teacher in the village. I spent a large part of my childhood and teenage years walking our family dogs in the local area, something I have continued to do as an adult, now with my own cocker spaniel.
After primary school I went to the local Community College in Seaford for my GSCEs and A-Level qualifications, before moving to complete my 2:1 graduate degree in Politics & Sociology at the University of Bristol. Following graduation I returned to Alfriston for a year, working in Brighton before moving up to London where I worked for nearly 20 years in Finance, firstly at HSBC Investment Bank, and then at Ashmore, a specialist Emerging Market investment manager. 
Throughout these years, even though I was not residing in the village, Alfriston has always remained home, with me regularly visiting my family over weekends, and spending every Christmas and Easter in the village. 
At the age of 40 my husband and I decided to give up London life, and return to our beloved Alfriston, which is where we got married in 2019 in St Andrew’s Church. 
Now that I have returned to Alfriston, I would really like to give something back to the place that I have been lucky enough to call home. I feel I have a unique perspective of the village, as I have been both a resident and lived away from Alfriston, seeing the various changes and constants throughout the years. I am keen to assist in preserving its unique magic, whilst also embracing change when it is a positive enhancement. 
My career in Finance, which included working as a people manager across continents, has given me many skills and attributes that I feel would make me an excellent councillor, both in terms of serving the residents, and also working well with my fellow councillors.
I am articulate and an excellent communicator, understanding the importance of listening to people, and responding accordingly whilst managing expectations. As such, I am confident that I would be able to communicate very well with residents, and other stakeholders alike, handling queries effectively and with understanding, in an organised and professional manner.
I work very well as part of a team, enjoying the dynamics of group discussion and collaboration, and I would feel very excited to become part of the existing council whom I hold in high regard.
I would be extremely honoured to be considered for the role of Councillor for Highways & Twittens, and can assure you that I would do my utmost to perform my duties to the very highest standard should I be successful in my application.






	Previous community \ council work

	I served as a trustee on the Ashmore Foundation’s board of directors, a charity set up to tackle inequality and social injustice, with the aim of making a positive and sustainable difference in the emerging markets communities in which Ashmore either operates or invests.
I was a fundraiser for the University of Bristol Alumni Foundation. I was also a Sociology Representative of Bristol University Undergraduates, and an Entertainment and Non-Portfolio Officer of the University Junior Common Room Committee (JCR) for my halls of residence.
At college I was Chair of the Sixth Form Social Committee, organising Social Events and Fundraising.
As a teenager I became a qualified Youth Worker, and an anti-bullying campaigner. 


	Any other skills you can bring to Alfriston Parish Council?


	
Please see above.



	Recent career history


	
Head of Transaction Processing, Ashmore Group plc.



Use of Personal Information.
The Council will use your information, including that which you provide on this application, to assess your suitability to be a Parish Councillor.

Once completed please return both the Application Form and Eligibility Form  to: Declaration & Consent.
[bookmark: _Hlk63337142]I confirm that I have read the section entitled ‘Use of Personal Information’ and in signing this form I consent to the use and disclosure of my information included thereon.

I declare the information on this form to be true and correct.

SIGNED:	[image: ]
NAME: 	Rebecca Embry

DATE:		09/02/2025









Alfriston Parish Council Co-Option Eligibility Form
1. In order to be eligible for co-option as an Alfriston Parish Councillor, you must satisfy certain criteria. You must satisfy (a) and (b) below and at least one of the options (c)-(f).
Please tick which apply to you:

1. I am 18 years of age or over: and						■
1. I am a British Citizen or a Citizen of the Commonwealth; and		■
1. I am registered as a local government elector for the Parish; or		■
1. I have, during the whole of the twelve months preceding the date of my co-option occupied, as owner or tenant, land or other premises in the parish: or	
1. My principal or only place of work during those twelve months		
  has been in the town.								
1. I have during the whole of those twelve months resided in the Parish	
or within 3 miles of it

1. Please note that under Section 80 of the Local Government Act 1972 a person is disqualified from being a parish councillor if he/she:

· Is employed by the Parish Council or holds paid office (other than Chairman, Vice-Chairman or Deputy Chairman) under the Parish Council (including joint boards or committees);
· Is employed by an entity controlled by the Parish Council.
· Is the subject of a bankruptcy restrictions order or an interim bankruptcy restrictions order or a debt relief restrictions order or an interim debt relief restrictions order: or
· Has within five years before the date of this co-option, or since his/her co-option been convicted in the UK, Channel Islands or Isle of Man of any offence and has been sentenced to imprisonment (whether suspended or not) for not less than three months without the option of a fine; or
· Is otherwise disqualified under Part III of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (relating to corrupt or illegal electoral practices and offences relating to donations) or the Audit Commission Act 1998.


Use of Personal Information.
The Parish Council will use your information, including that which you provide on this application, to assess your suitability to be a Parish Councillor.

Declaration & Consent.

I, Rebecca Embry hereby confirm that I am eligible for the vacancy of Alfriston Parish Councillor and I am not disqualified from being a Parish councillor under s80 of the Local Government Act 1972 and that the information given on this form is true and correct.

I confirm that I have read the section entitled ‘Use of Personal Information’ and in signing this form I consent to the use and disclosure of my information included thereon.

SIGNED:	[image: ]

NAME: 	Rebecca Embry

DATE: 		09/02/2025
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Alfriston Parish Council Finance Report 10 th   March   2025         RESERVE INFORMATION FOR 2024/25  

Project  Closing  Balance  23/24  Budget  24/25  Expenditure  Income  Current  Balance  Notes  

General  Reserves  10,401.11    4,763.07  15,164.18   

Tye Rd Surface  20,000.00  5,000.00  24,063.75  502.07  1,438.32  £172.88 line marking paint, £350.82    + £199.90  p ot hole repairs, £28.55 Asset  m ap, £23 , 305.79 Hailsham Roadways  

Playground  763.07  500.00  1,263.07   0  £1,263.07 moved to General reserve, as  agreed in June’s  Finance meeting  

NDP  500.00   500.00   0  £500 moved to General reserve, as  agreed in June’s Finance meeting  

High St Traffic  Plan  10,000.00  5,000.00  3,000.00     12,000.00  £3,000.00 moved to General Reserves  as agreed in June’s Finance meeting.  

Election Costs   500.00    500.00   

CIL Money  502.07   502.07   0  £502.07 put into Tye Rd Reserve & used  towards cost of Hailsham Roadways  invoice.  

TOTAL  42,166.25  11,000.00  29,328.89  4,763.07  29,102.50   

 

Authority is sought to make the following payments:-

Mileage Costs Oct-Mar 2025 BACS £55.35

March Payroll Staff Costs BACS £1,887.84  

Total: £1,943.19  

Authority is sought to make the following payments made since last meeting:-

165 February Payroll Februray Payroll BACS 1818.96

166 HP Instant Ink Printer Ink BACS 11.99

167 Castle Water - Pavilion Pavilion Water BACS 16.08

168 Inland Revenue - HMRC Tax & NI Mar '25 BACS 334.63

169 Nest Pension Employee Pension BACS 157.04

170 Bank Charges Bank Charges BACS 20.00

171

02  Phone Bill Mobile Phone

DD 15.60

172 The Countryside Charity Subscription DD 60.00

 

173 Interbiz Payroll Services BACS 25.20

174 Daniel Larkin Tree Surgery Tree Survey BACS 420.00

175 Wealden District Council Litter & Dog Bins Qtr 4 BACS 686.40

176 Biffa Bins - Allotments BACS 180.00

177 McAffee Antivirus LaptopAnnual Antivirus CARD 24.99

178 AWMH Hall Hire BACS 56.00

Total: 3826.89

Summary of Bank Balances as of 10th Mar. 2025  

Business Current Account 2,824.55

Business Savings Account 31,882.18

TOTAL: 34,706.73

Signed by:

S.C. Dry

Suzanna Dry - Clerk & RFO    

Councillor who checked the invoices for the above payments:  …....................
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Dear Diana,   Further to the correspondence and conversations that our  partners, UP - Connect, have had with  yourself and parishioners I am writing to introduce the project and offer the opportunity to  discuss further what this may look like for Alfriston during and after the works.   My apologies for not reaching out sooner, our process is to speak with all Parish Councils prior  to the build commencing, the preparatory work that UP - Connect have been doing has obviously  caused some concern for you and I would like to allay those fears i f possible.   __________   You may have seen the news, last    year, that CityFibre had been awarded the Project Gigabit  contract for East and West Sussex.     Project Gigabit is the government’s flagship programme to  enable hard - to - reach communities to access lightning - fast gigabit - capa ble broadband. The  four - year programme will see around 53,000 premises across East and West Sussex and parts  of surrounding counties connected to our fibre - to - the - premises network.       We wanted to let you know that the initial planning phase  is ongoing and that work is about  to start on the detailed design and testing.       The contractor carrying out the work on our behalf is Pod - Trak. Wherever possible, existing duct  and pole infrastructure will be used to reduce the amount of construction required.     However,  new infrastructure will be needed and we are working closely with   the council’s highways team  to coordinate any work that is required.     Why is this work so important?     In a rapidly changing world, we rely more and more on digital  connectivity and the UK needs to ensure its residents and businesses can cope with future  demands.     This is not just about being able to better browse the interne t or stream television  programmes.     There are many other factors to consider such as:   1.   Households have an ever - increasing number of internet connected devices like smart  speakers, domestic appliances, heating control systems and doorbells.      2.   Smart TVs and gaming consoles become more and more sophisticated requiring faster  internet speeds.   3.   The Covid 19 pandemic has demonstrated how important fast and reliable broadband  is. Essential services such as healthcare and education are now increasingly online and  regular homeworking has become the norm for many.     4.   When buying a house the speed of the internet is now one of the top purchasing  factors.       If you would like to know more about our build process, please visit   cityfibre.com/build .    Our  latest project information, including an FAQ and a way to register for updates is available  at    www.cityfibre.com/projectgigabit .     When it’s time to order services, residents and  businesses will also be able to choose from a range of internet service providers.     If you have any immediate questions then please let us know, preferably via  Contact_CityfibreSouth@cityfibre.com .    I would be happy to provide a briefing to the wider  parish council and we  will  routinely  provide further updates as the build progresses.      


image4.emf
Alfriston Parish Council   Strategic Planning   Portfolio : Monthly Update   March   202 5   –   by  Cllr Parkinson      I have been  addressing   2 issues as part of this portfolio: an emergency response plan for the parish and liaising  with ESCC regarding the implementation of the traffic management proposals.     Emergency Response Plan        As previously reported,  I  am creating  two documents for responding to emergency  situations .        The first, a protocol for communicating between APC and AEG in a developing emergency has been agreed and  now neds to be operationalised. Thi s   primarily requires the APC ring - round number to be passed from AEG back  to APC so that the distribution list can be administ er ed.      The  second   document  is a full plan for use in an extreme emergency,  for example   when emergency services  cannot be contacted or reach the village.    o   I continue to update the document and a fuller draft  will shortly be   circulated to Councillors. I  then  intend to circulate a n initial   public draft  for   the April meeting.   o   APC are circulating two requests. 1) For help from  those   with relevant resources, and  2) for anyone who  would be especially vulnerable in an emergency to let us know if they would like to go on a priority list  which may be shared with emergency services. These requests are being sent out via the usual village  channels, including the Cuckmere News.     O ffers of  village resources  –   for accommodation, coordination, or practical support (eg hardware or specialist  skills) would be very welcome   for inclusion in the emergency document . Please contact  the Clerk   if you are an  individual or a business who can help.   ESCC Traffic Proposals        I have communicated the decisions from last month’s APC meeting to ESCC/BB.      Since there is no room for an additional village sign within the scheme, we have agreed that the working on the  20mph gateway s   will read: -   Welcome to   ALFRISTON   Medieval village:   Narrow streets        W e have agreed that the gateways will be (fake) light oak, rather than dark.      As we requested, ESCC have agreed to repaint the double yellow lines from the Willows car  park to the Tye at the  same time as painting the new ones in the High Street.      We have asked that the work does not disrupt the  E aster bank  holiday,   but we still hope that it will be carried out  in April.      We have also said that we want to proceed with  having  brown tourist signs on the south ern   and north ern   approaches to the village .   A t the north end this would need to be outside the boundary of the existing scheme .   ESCC Highways have indicated that  APC will   need to  follow this  up with  the  Road Safety   team.  


image5.emf
Alfriston and Cuckmere Valley Twinning Association         The AGM was well attended, even with competition from the beautiful weather outside.  The  Chair’s report included a brief history of the association and the significant role played by  June Goodfield in establishing the twinning. Condolences were sent to June’s family.  Once  t he business was completed, home - made pancakes were efficiently produced by some of  our cooks, in celebration of  Tuesday’s  Chandeleur (Pancake Day) .   The delicious fillings  included delicious apple - based gifts from Normandy.     In April we have a    Social Seafront Stroll   Wednesday 23 rd   April 2025     Meet at 10 am   Buckle Car  Park, Seaford   Join us for an easy stroll and a chat, with an option to find a coffee afterwards.     We have members in a wide area of the Cuckmere Valley, Alfriston and Seaford.   New members are always welcome, and there is no need to speak French, or to have a  huge house -   just come along and say hello!    Robert Morrison is our membership secretary:   rmorri1847@aol.com   Tel: 01323   843769  
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From:   clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk     Sent:   2 0 th   Feb r u ary   2025 10:3 7   To:   clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk   Subject:   Alfriston Village hall inquiry   Dear Abigail,   Thank you for your e - mail.   I am pleased to advise that Alfriston Parish Council are happy to give permission for you to take  wedding photos on the area outside of the hall patio, as requested.   Please note however that this is a public area and members of the public may also be using this  area too.   With kind regards and best wishes for your special day.   Suzanna   Mrs Suzanna Dry CiLCA     From:   Abigail Tingley  Sent:   27 January 2025 10:31   To:   clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk   Subject:   Alfriston Village hall inquiry   To Whom this may concern,     I hope this email finds you well.     My name is Abigail Tingley. My fiancé and I have booked and hired the beautiful Alfriston Village  Hall for our wedding reception. We will be getting married on Saturday 12th April this year.     I was advised by the wonderful Wendy and Gerry at the venue to email the Parish Council to ask  for permission to use the grounds of the venue pasted the patio.     We would very much like to use the grounds for photographies as the views are breathtaking     Please let me know if this is possible and of any restrictions in which we need to follow.   I look forward to hearing from you.     Kind Regards   Abigail Tingley & Kieran Barrett    
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From:   Lucie & Chris Church    Sent:   08 February 2025 14:48   To:   clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk   Cc:   Alfriston War Memorial Hall < alfristonwmh@gmail.com >   Subject:   Alfriston Tye 27/9/25   To whom it may concern,   Hello, we will be hosting our Wedding Reception at the War Memorial Hall on 27th September  2025, and we've been encouraged in the Hall's T&Cs to request permission from yourselves to  use the Tye.   We would like your permission to use the space in front of the Hall patio as a social area if the  weather is nice. We may potentially decide on some lawn games, or hang some bunting/dainty  fairy lights but nothing that could result in reasonable damage to  the ground, the trees or the  surrounding area.   We will not be playing music outside the hall as I recall this is stipulated in the Hall's T&Cs.   We know that this is public ground and we therefore won't be able to stop other people from  entering the area.     If you have any other conditions that you would like us to meet, then please feel free to say.   Kind regards,   Lucie and Chris  
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Use of Personal Information.
The Council will use your information, including that which you provide on this application,
to assess your suitability to be a Parish Councillor.

Declaration & Consent.
I confirm that | have read the section entitied ‘Use of Personal Information’ and in signing this form |
consent to the use and disclosure of my information included thereon.

| declare the information on this form to bg true and correct.

Once completed please return both the Application Form and Eligibility Form to:
Alfriston Parish Clerk, The Old School House, Alfriston War Memorial Hall, The Tye,
Alfriston, BN26 5TL (tel: 07936 904743)
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1. In order to be eligible for co-option as an Alfriston Parish Gouncillor, you must
satisfy certain criteria. You must satisfy (a) and (b) below and at least one of the
options (c)-(f).

Please tick which apply to you:

a. lam 18 years of age or over: and /
b. 1 am a British Citizen or a Citizen of the Commonwealth; and m/
o lam registered as a local government elector for the Parish; or g

d. 1 have, during the whole of the twelve months preceding the date of my co-option
‘occupled, as owner or tenant, land or other premises in the parish: or 3

2. Please note that under Section 80 of the Local Government Act 1972  person is
disqualified from being a parish councillor if he/she:

* s employed by the Parish Council or holds paid office (other than Chairman, Vice-
Chairman or Deputy Chairman) under the Parish Council (including joint boards or
committoas);

“ Is employed by an entity controlled by the Parish Gouncil
* Isthe subject of a bankruptcy restrctions order or an interim bankruptcy restrictions order
or adebt relief restrictions order or an interim debit reli restrictions order: or

* Has within five years before the date of this co-option, o since hisher co-option been
convicted in the UK, Channel Islands or Isle of Man of any offence and has been
sentenced to imprisonment (whether suspended or not) for not less than three months
without the option of a fine; or

Use of Personal Information.
The Parish Council will use your information, including that which you provide on this application,
to assess your suitabilty to be a Parish Councilor,

Declaration & Consent.

hereby confirm that | am eligible for the
fied from being a Parish councillor
information given on this form is true

1 confirm that | have read the section entitied ‘Use of Personal Information’ and in signing this form
| consent to the use and disclosure of my information included thereon.
— !

g
SIGNED...... T2 e s
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From:   SPEARMA N, Helen     Sent:   26 February 2025 15:13   To:   clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk   Subject:   James MacCleary Summer visit   Hi Suzanna   I hope this email finds you well.   I am just in the process of planning James’ summer recess and he was hoping to visit Alfriston -   we were looking at the second week of August as a possibility?    James could do a Q&A and/or a meet and greet with the local residents and councillors -   maybe  in a local village hall?   I hope this is of interest to you and look forward to hearing your thoughts   Best wishes    Helen Spearman   Personal Assistant for James MacCleary MP      


